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Thank you to all the parents who contributed to
the Ofsted guestionnaire. It was
overwhelmingly positive and we appreciate the
lovely comments. Thank you

We will share the report when it has been sent
back to us. Usually within 18 days.

The children have been brilliant this week. The
inspectors commented on how well behaved
and respectful they were.

The school Council had a lovely visit to Hickory’s
and came back with their bags of goodies.
Again, their behaviour was exemplary.

Please note, all school communication
messages are sent out via ARBOR please ensure
that you have notifications turned on and
regularly check for messages.

Mr Butler and Mr Perkes

Sign of the Week “Fireworks”

THANK

Ashwood Park Primary School

Thank you so much for collecting food for your local community.
We will use all the food you have donated to make emergency food parcels for people in crisis.

You have donated of food and of toiletries, enough to provide meals and © toiletry packs.

This is absolutely wonderful, and we are so thankful that you have supported us in this amazing way.

BLACK COUNTRY
m LOVE . CONNECT . INVEST Registorca Carty Ne. 136676

Menu

Monday 9" November
Oven Baked Sausage
Chicken Sausage (H)

Plant Based Meatball (V)
Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Waffles

Tuesday 10*" November
Mediterranean Chicken Wrap
Oven Baked Mac ‘n’ Cheese (V)
Potato Wedges
Chocolate Brownie

Wednesday 11" November
Roast Beef
Roast Chicken (H)
Quorn Sausage (V)
Stuffing & Gravy
Mashed & Roast Potatoes
Poppy Topped Cakes

Thursday 12*" November

Chicken Nuggets (H option)
Wholemeal Cheese & Tomato Pizza (V)
Chips
Chocolate Brownies

Friday 13*" November
Ocean Friendly Fish Selection
Crispy Quorn Dippers (V)
Diced Potatoes
Fruit Sorbet

All dinners must be
booked through your
Arbour App
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Dear Parents and Carers,

| am writing to share some personal news with you. After much thought and
consideration, | have decided that | will be retiring from my position as
Headteacher of Ashwood Park Primary School at the end of December.

This has not been an easy decision. Ashwood Park has been a very special part
of my life, and | feel enormously privileged to have had the opportunity to lead
the school and work alongside such a wonderful community of children, families,
staff and governors.

Over the years, | have been incredibly proud of all that we have achieved
together. Most of all, | will remember the children — their enthusiasm, curiosity,
humour and determination. They are at the heart of everything we do, and
seeing them grow, learn and flourish has been one of the greatest rewards of
being a headteacher.

| would also like to thank you, our parents and carers, for the support,
encouragement and trust you have shown me during my time at Ashwood Park.
A successful school depends upon a strong partnership between home and
school, and | have always valued that partnership enormously.

Although | am looking forward to having more time for friends, travel and some
of the things | enjoy outside of school, | know that leaving Ashwood Park will be
a very emotional moment for me. | will leave with many happy memories and a
huge sense of pride in the school and its community.

| remain fully committed to the school for the remainder of the autumn term
and will continue to work closely with the staff, governors and children to ensure
a smooth transition. The Governing Body will share further information with you
about the arrangements for appointing my successor in due course.

There will, of course, be an opportunity for us to mark my retirement together
before | leave at the end of December. Until then, it will be very much business
as usual, and | look forward to making the most of the weeks ahead with the
children and the whole Ashwood Park community.

Thank you, once again, for everything you have done to make my time at
Ashwood Park so rewarding. It has been a privilege to be your Headteacher.

With very best wishes,

Keith Butler
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Dear Parents and Carers,

We are currently seeking a parent/carer to join the Governing Body of
Ashwood Park Primary School as a Parent Governor.

Our Governors play an important role in supporting the leadership of the
school and helping to shape its future. They provide challenge and support
to the Headteacher and senior leaders, contribute to strategic decision-
making, and help ensure that the school continues to provide the very best
opportunities for all our pupils.

We are particularly keen to hear from parents and carers who:

« Have an interest in the education and wellbeing of children.

« Are willing to contribute their time and ideas to support the school.

« Can work positively and constructively with other governors and
school leaders.

« Are prepared to ask questions, offer challenge and contribute to
discussions.

o Are committed to the values and ethos of Ashwood Park Primary
School.

No previous experience of being a Parent Governor is necessary. Training
and support are available to help you understand the role and
responsibilities of a Parent Governor.

Being a Parent Governor is a rewarding opportunity to make a real
contribution to the life and future of our school and to represent the views
and interests of our parent community.

If you would like to find out more about the role or are interested in
standing for election, please contact the School Office. Further
information about the election process and nomination arrangements will
also be provided.

We would be delighted to hear from any parent or carer who would like
to get involved and help us continue to make Ashwood Park Primary
School the best it can be for our children.
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PTA News Key Stage One

The Monster Mash Discos raised This week_m key Stage one we have
£754.6411 Thank you for been readlng our new boc?k Lost and

e Found by Oliver Jeffers. It is the story
supporting this event. of a boy who finds a lost penguin and
returns him to his home. The children
have done some retelling of the story
and some great posters about the
penguin. We have also been adding

Congratulations to Ace and
Esmai, the lucky winners of the
Halloween Raffles. You helped

raise £168.31!! Thank you for three one-digit numbers and using a
supporting this event. range of methods to add and

subtract. Next week we will be
Guess the Number of Pumpkin continuing our new History topic all
Seeds Competition — There were about how we are making History.
986 seeds in the jar. We have been looking at

photographs of ourselves at different
points in our own lives and putting
them on a time line.

Congratulations to Sophia who
made the closest guess with 983!

RBDC

This week the children in the RBDC have had a lovely time looking around the new base.
They are very happy to have so much space and lovely new things to go inside. We all look
forward to making the space our own.

Early Years

What a wonderful first week back we've had! The children have been fantastic and really shone
for our special visitors — we are so proud of them! A big thank you, as always, for your continued
support.

Thank you also to everyone who has provided PE kits for our Reception children. We are looking
forward to starting PE next week, and our planned PE day will be Monday each week. To help the
children develop their independence and make getting changed a little easier, it would be really
helpful if Reception children could come to school in clothes that are easy to manage on Mondays.
Polo shirts with fewer buttons and shoes with Velcro fastenings are ideal! We are always
encouraging the children to do as much as they can for themselves, so please practice dressing
independently at home.

We look forward to seeing you at Parents' Evening next week and sharing how wonderfully the
children are getting on.

Have a lovely weekend!
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Key Stage Two

It has been lovely to welcome all our KS2 children back after the half-term
break! Year 5 and 6 have been particularly excited to enjoy their newly
completed area following the building work, and they absolutely love having
their new space to explore and enjoy. In Years 3 and 4, the children have
begun an exciting new art unit, exploring structure, shape and three-
dimensional forms. Meanwhile, Years 5 and 6 have completed their
engineering unit by painting and decorating their trains, producing some
truly remarkable creations! A huge thank you to all the families who took part
in our half-term homework projects. Our school is looking absolutely
beautiful, filled with wonderful volcanoes and solar systems. We have loved
seeing the children's creativity and the effort that has gone into their
projects!

DETECTIVE | & 2

1t | Emily W

1 er‘-):‘: of 4 uitipie znd Louella

Use four different digits from 1-9.

Their sum is 18. 3rd Jude

The first two digits make a multiple of 4;
the last two make a multiple of 6.

Find every possible 4-digit number.
Which is smallest? Which is largest?
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Children who gained badges and certificates last week deserve
our special congratulations:

RBM Hedgehogs — Noah-James
RR Foxes — Reuben
1/2B Squirrels — Mason
1/2JB Moles — Harry
2W Badgers — Luca
3/4D Chestnut — Bobbie
3/4H Elder — Amelia
3/4R Oak — Eden
5D Beech —Jacob
5/6BB Rowan — Lillianna
5/6E Holly — Marnie
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Diary Dates 2026 ‘

Tuesday 10th November

Parents Evening

Wednesday 11th Nov

Parents Evening

Thursday 3rd December

PTA Christmas Film Night
Wednesday 9th Dec

Carol Concert at Holy Trinity
Church

Friday 18t December

Break up for Christmas

s N ewsletter

6th November 2026

Meet Matt from Reflexions at

Parents’ Evening
Matt Jones from Reflexions will be available for
a drop-in session for parents during Parents’
Evening on Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th
November.
Reflexions provides support for children and
young people’s mental health and emotional
wellbeing, helping them manage challenges
such as anxiety, low mood and worries that may
affect everyday life. The service works with
children, families and schools to help children
develop strategies to support their wellbeing.
You are welcome to drop by for an informal chat
at the Reflexions stand in the KS2 Hall to learn
more about the service and the support
available or to book an appointment with him.
If you would like to book an appointment,
please contact the school office once you have
arranged your appointment/s with class
teacher/s
We look forward to seeing you there!

Diary Dates 2027

Monday 4th January

INSET Day—Closed to Children

Tuesday 5th January

Children Return to School
Friday 12th February

Break up for Half Term

Monday 22nd February

Children Return to School
Thursday 25th March

Break up for Easter Holidays

Monday 12th April

Children Return to School
Thursday 6th May

Local Elections—Closed to
Children

Friday 7th May

INSET Day—Closed to Children
Monday 10th May

SATS Week

Friday 28th May

Break up for Half Term

Monday 7th June

Children Return to School

Wednesday 21st July

Last Day of Term
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Dinner Dates
The following staff will be in the lunch hall:
Mr Dimmock—Monday

Miss Benson—Friday

It would be wonderful to see as many children as possible joining the teachers in enjoying
a school dinner. We hope this helps make lunchtime a highlight of the day!

Uniform
Please remember that the school tie is part of our uniform, even with a polo shirt.

Smoking and Vaping
The smoking of cigarettes and the use of vapes is not permitted anywhere on the School
site.

Dogs
Dogs are not allowed on the School site.

Nut Allergy
We have several children in School with a severe nut allergy, please do not send any food
that contains nuts into School.

Breakfast and After School Club (OSCA)

Please note that breakfast food is served before 8.15 am. If you are new to OSCA or
haven’t been for quite some time please pop to the School Office to complete the essential
paperwork.

Fruit
Please could all soft round fruit (eg grapes, strawberries, cherry tomatoes) be cut into
quarters before sending into School, to avoid being a choking risk.

Emails
Please note, class email addresses will be removed after October half term. Class Dojo,
the School Info email address and Arbor will be used for all communication instead.

Privacy Notice

Please take a moment to read our Privacy Notice.
Facebook

Do remember to take a look at the School’s Facebook page.



https://www.ashwood.dudley.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Privacy-Notice-2019-2020-Pupils.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/people/Ashwood-Park-Primary-School/100057653460700/
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and
age-appropriate conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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_What Parents& Educators Need to/Know/about

Adeepfake is a piece of artificial intelligence (Al) trickery designed to make you believe that a
person has said or done something they haven't. Al models are able to use audio, video and

WHAT ARE otos of a subject to produce misleading mimics. Inftially unsophisticated and easy to spot,

THE RISKS?

ABULLYING RISK s LEragt
=y 0>
Al has got easier to use and more —

widespread, making it a “gift” to bullies.
Children can generate fake audio of peers J
saying damaging things, or pictures of
them doing something embarrassing.
More disturbingly, Metro recently
highlighted cases where fake sexualised
images of teens are spread through social
media. Mainstream apps don’t allow this
usage, but with Al becoming widespread,
easy-to-use sites without guardrails keep
emerging for darker uses.

a :

FAKE FAMILY WV en
SCAMS \ 4

With a few seconds of audio — from an
Instagram reel or TikTok — scammers can
clone a person’s voice. They can then use
this to scam relatives with phone calls
asking for money or assistance. Thisisa
widespread tactic for scammers, with the
FBI reporting 22,000 such cases in 2025,
defrauding victims out of $893 million that
year alone.

S QL
4

KEEP PROFILES PRIVATE

To make a convincing deepfake, you need a supply ofimages, audio or video of the
subject. That means that most non-celebrity victims are targeted via social media
where there’s a ready-made repository of media to train a deepfake from. Most
social media companies have privacy settings to prevent unauthorised access.
Enable these to keep strangers and bullies away.

L. __WYePr W - |

USE RESEARCH AND COMMON SENSE by

Even perfect deep fakes rely on trust, so think critically. If it's someone you know
claiming to need help, then ask them to prove they're who they say they are with an
inside joke. For public figures, try Googling the person along with a bit of the
contentious speech in quotation marks. Also question why you're seeing the video. If
it's a paid promotion, then ask yourself who's paying and why. If someone is sharing
the clip, do they dislike the target?

Meet Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who has
written for the likes of The Guardian, The Telegraph, The i, Wired,
TechRadar, Tom’s Guide, The Evening Standard and The New
Statesman.

X @wake_up_weds

n /wuwthenationalcollege

proving every day. And with the spread of user-friendly Al, it's easier thanever
Idren to make their own, or be the unsuspecting target o’f

FAKED CELEBRITY
ENDORSEMENTS

With the technology getting easier to use
and public figures having lots of clips for
training, celebrities are a frequent target.
According to McAfee, the most deep faked
celebrities are Taylor Swift, Scarlett
Johansson, Jenna Ortega, Sydney
Sweeney and Sabrina Carpenter, and their
Aldopelgangers are usually pushing
scams. Even YouTuber MrBeast has been
deepfaked by scammers on TikTok. Itcan
be used for propaganda too, making
politicians appear to do or say things to
improve or harm their reputation.

e
EXTORTION RISK %

; You mightnot be the one being tricked by
adeepfake — you could also be the star of
it. Blackmail videos are as old as film itself,
but with deepfake technology you don't

. have to have done anything wrong to be a
target. A deepfake video showing a person
inan uncompromising position could
make the victim pay up, even when the
content never happened.

Za

)

While deepfakes are getting harder to spot, there are still telltale signs to look out for.
Deepfake creation can leave blurry edges and flickering textures, especially around
hair and teeth. It can also look too sleek, with models often trained on professional
video. Make sure the mouth shapes match the spoken words, too. As for audio, listen
out for mispronounced phrases and a slightly unusual, robotic rhythm of speech.

a W | .
TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN

As well as emphasising the need for privacy and to not trust everything they see
online, it's important to ensure children realise why deepfakes are problematic in the
first place. With deepfake technology getting more accessible and easy to use,
children can start using the technology to make deepfakes of schoolmates, teachers
or other adults. Ensure they‘re aware of the serious trouble the technology can cause,
and the ethical problems of manipulating someone's image without consent.

&

Welele =

College’
@wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 16.10.2026
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SETTING BOUNDARIES
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arents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
satety com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits
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If your chxld Ioves video games, then you I| probably be aware that how Iong they spend gomlng and
what they're actually playing - can occasionally become a source of concern or conflict. The UK's

trade body for interactive entertainment, Ukie, has recently launched a campaign to promote

"

D«:Idlng which onllnwmos are
OK - and which
Is tvicky Some titles allow children to
ooperate or compete with
stmnwrs. which creates ‘rohnllal
risks. q\chln?Jour child play online
for a while coul vide more insight
intoa patlcular gumo while the
al controls on most consoles
olloml u to limit who can chat to
your child or send them friend
requests. Remind your cNId of the
hazards around strangers online
:\rr’hcn you discuss this indary with
om.

safer and more responsible gaming among young people — with parents and carers
helping by setting sensible and fair boundaries. Our guide has tips on key areas where
you could ‘agree some healthy ground rules for your child’'s gaming activity.

ENCOURAGE
REGULAR BREAKS (), =

Help your child understand the need
to take regular breaks, playing in
shorlor bursts rather thon mcmthon
sessions. Bear in mind that some
games. ?such as role-playing
Fomos) require time inv lln{nl
rom the player, while others (online
team games, for example) can't be
sto'rpod or paused ata moment's
uick break every hour or
SORRe scime s t 4o in them
o do e50
m such as hugisn a drink of
water or getting some fresh air.

f&'ﬁss SPENDING @ %

There’s no doubt thot gaming can be

expensive, and younger rs often
pen: younos Pkryvg _ﬂ

don't realise how much
di ital items and subscrl 5 can
up to. Many young gamers love
!o buy new skins or upgrades for their
character, so rou could settle on a
fixed amount that your child is
allowed to spend on in-game items
each week or month. This sort of
boundary will not only help your child
to manage their e: attons but will
also make you more aware of the
price of these items.

»

Children often ignore the age ratings
on games - or are unaware they
even exist. If you're haw with your
child playing a particul e even
though it's rated above Ihei age,
then establish that as a boundary:
emphasise that you've made an
exception, and talk about what age
ratings mean and why they're
important. You could add contsxt to
this boundary by browsing

boxes together while shopp] 9,
discussing why some games might
have earned certain age ratings.

Meet Our Expert

, @natonlinesafety

n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

FACTOR IN FRIENDS

i youl child Is a keen video
the chances are that
ave omur

thei
visit, do they Ins(an
console or computer? You could put
boundaries in place before their
guests arrive by ogmh\g on a length
of gumlr:g time. Bear in mind,

at they may try to extend
this onco the! l ether. Try
coming up wi h ities o
challenges for tMm durlng screen
breaks = if they join in, !hay earn a
little extra time on !.hclr

ENJOV GAM!NG
TOGETHER

Setting time aside to &ay video
gamcs together can
;n}:.y:‘ 3 ding exercise.

In ably, ers
may be mmmdg ?:;ou! o
g:um urcmv ]chlng in, but it can

of encouragin
ﬂwm to mm their hobby with you.
.g s or tasks tbe
uum if they love Mhocru'l. chooso
something to bulid th
Fortnite’s r lavou e, a: o
out some of the fun game modes,
:r Hunt, which don’t requiri
hlgh skill levels.

TALK ABOUT
EMOTIONS

Ho? your child to monitor
emotions as they play. Dtscuss
what is (and isn't) an acce|
level of competitiveness to show
ile gaming. Are they allowed to

trash talk othut ayer:
example? C notice when tfwy
8:( ongry if thoy lose? Do vug

ese emotions are houlthw ome
games can provoke an:
others can bring joy, hu'nour and
the thrill of overcoming a challenge.
Try to steer your child towards
games that tend to produce these
more positive feelings.

BE PREPARED
FOR TROLLS :

A frequen’ oblom when gamil
onlm% is otx' s mgo i
delil vborutoly lroub ome. Make sure
child knows how to report and
lock somoone who makes their
experiel e one. Between
you, decide if ow they should
deal with these online trolls. Talk
about where your child’s boundaries
are in terms of what they think is
acceptable: ha other
users is merely frustrating, and what
the line to become upsetting

#WakeUpWednesday

d‘ @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 13.09.2023
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\ Are you Iookmg for a,

f- R ceptic n-.

p\ace for September 20272

—-
" \Would you like to have a tour of our schoo: e
and the opportunity to ask questwns?

Followmg dates available:
Thursday 8th October
Thursday 15th October
;-] Friday 16th October

““ Monday 19th October

KV} @ 9.15am or 4.00pm

Forest School Breakfast Clup After School Club
’ from 7.30am until 6

Please call or email to book your space !
01384 818545 / info@ashwood.dudley.sch.uk @ 8
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Meetmg at 10. 30 3

- National Trust Carpark
ngsford Lane, Kinver,

- Stourbridge, DY7 5NP

/// tortouse almless explams

—_— = - -—

@ Dogs are welcome
on a lead.
Route can be stee
in places.

Route will include
walking down stairs.

7 Donations to b; =
taken at the event '§8




o Newslett
Primary School eWS e er 6th November 2026

BADGERS

St John Ambulance Badgers — Local Spaces Available

Would your child like to learn first aid, make new friends and have
fun?

St John Ambulance Badgers is open to children aged 5-10 years,
and we currently have spaces available within our local groups.

Badgers take part in a range of fun and educational activities,
including learning basic first aid and important life skills, while
working towards badges and awards.

If you would like to find out more or are interested in your child
joining, please check our website here and sign up to join your
local group.

Thank you for helping us share this opportunity with families in
the local community.



https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sja.org.uk%2fget%2dinvolved%2fyoung%2dpeople%2fbadgers%2f&umid=8ef6c68b-8e24-4b8a-9a59-8e9e12ce240b&rct=1791226546&auth=50fff3d95283cceb5c5d838b9f4530ca35c36829-879d6a0ae0ff7dfee48ea1bcafc50512ef168e43

ettt g g

11amt0 3pm *

b P

o Queens Cross Network _ %

day' 14thNOV8mber 202 %
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*3 Dudley Deaf Children’s Soaety

".f‘w-*-x e ¥ Yo StallS mclude 2o ;""4"'.

jewellery, personallsed e
vclothmg and many more * i

F : ; A;\—S ua.‘."“ "\.3?'., !
Contact dudleydeafchlldrenssoaety@yahoo com
o *F _or +447707404014 for more information®,’ L
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A

Starting primary school in
September 2027

Why not apply for a place online?

If your child was born between | September 2022 and 3| August 2023
they will be due to start primary school in September 2027.

You MUST complete an application form either online at www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions or by completing
an application form from your home local authority by 15 JANUARY 2027. You can include five school
preferences on the application; there is nothing to gain by only putting one preference.

Applications will be available from |1 October 2026.

Benefits of applying online

» E-mail decision received by 2pm on day of offer

« It's quick and easy to use

= You can apply 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

= There’s no risk that your application will be lost in the post

= You will get email confirmation that your application has been received
« It’s safe and secure

The online system will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from | October 2026
until the closing date for applications on 15 January 2027.

Please note: Even if your child already attends a school nursery or has an older sibling at school, do not assume
that your child will automatically gain a place at that school. This isa common misconception and often the biggest
cause of disappointment for parents who believe otherwise.

For further information please contact Dudley School Admissions Service on 0300 555 2345.

! one click ... makes it quick
www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions




